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INTRODUCTION

Each year, the Awards to Scholarly Publications Program (ASPP) offers up to 180
publication grants of $8,000 and 5 translation grants of $12,000, paid directly to the
publisher once the book is published. Since its founding in 1941, the ASPP has
supported the publication of over 8,000 books.!

The ASPP is a joint initiative of the Federation for the Humanities and Social Sciences
(Federation) and the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council (SSHRC),
which directly support book publishers and the dissemination of Canadian research in
the humanities and social sciences (HSS). SSHRC provides the program with annual
funding of $1,808,550 in the form of a “publications and administration grant” paid to the
Federation.? Of this amount, $1.5 million is paid directly to publishers of scholarly books.

The purpose of this study is to:

» Describe the program’s achievements since 2005, the year of its last evaluation;3

e Assess the importance of books as a fundamental element of HSS research,
particularly in Canada;

¢ Understand the role of the ASPP in this ecosystem.

The study concludes with a series of recommendations aimed at supporting the ASPP,
the Federation and SSHRC in their mandates to support books as vehicles for
knowledge building and dissemination.

It is divided into five parts:

| - Program profile: mission, operations, number of works funded, publishers eligible
for funding, etc.

Il — The situation of HSS books: supply, demand, usage

Il — HSS book funding in Canada

IV — The ASPP’s contribution to Canadian scholarly publications
V — Some suggestions for improving support for scholarly books

This report, written in 2018 and not published at the time, was updated in 2021; it was
only a partial update, since it relied only on the data available and updated at the time.
The analysis covers the period from 2005-2017 and 2005-2020, wherever possible. The
following resources were used in this study:

1 November 2021, data provided by the Federation.

2 The program appears in the SSHRC awards search engine as “Aid to Scholarly Publications Program -
Publications and Administration Grant.” The grant is associated with the sub-program Connection - Individual,
Team and Partnerships Knowledge Mobilization Grants. http://www.sshrc-crsh.gc.ca/results-
resultats/award_search-recherche_attributions/index-eng.aspx

3 The last evaluation of the program, called the Aid to Scholarly Publications Program until 2012, when it was
renamed the Awards to Scholarly Publications Program, was in 2004. Report prepared by Goss Gilroy Inc.,
provided by the Federation
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¢ Bibliometric analyses based on data from the Web of Science corpus,
e Analysis of ASPP administrative data,
e Analysis of various external datasets,
o Areview of the literature and reports on related issues,
e Consultation with 10 publishers, through interviews (3) or in writing through an online
guestionnaire (7):
o 6 university press members of ACUP/APUC (1 French, 5 English),
o 4 non-university publishers specializing in non-fiction (2 French, 2 English).

This consultation took place in 2018. In compliance with our agreement with these
publishers, the excerpts from consultations and the data provided to us have been
anonymized. The term "publisher" refers both to the respondents and the publishing
house that they represent. Quotes appear in red as follows:

| Quote

As expressed by other authors, data on the book industry in general, and on scholarly
books in particular, are incomplete, inaccessible, not easily comparable, or even non-
existent. Fortunately, the place and future of books within the research and scholarly
communication ecosystem is a subject of widespread concern. Many recent reports and
articles have drawn the same conclusions, and despite limited available data, these
allow us to establish an adequate understanding of the trends and challenges currently
facing the scholarly book publishing industry.
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|. OVERVIEW OF THE ASPP (2005-2020)

This section briefly introduces the ASPP and provides an overview of the program in
terms of titles funded, books published, disciplines covered, publisher recipients, and
language of publication.

ASPP HISTORY AND MISSION

When it was established in 1941-1942, the ASPP was initially financed by private
sources: a $5,000 grant was offered by the Rockefeller Foundation to the Canadian
Social Science Research Council - one of the predecessors of the Federation -
established a year earlier.! Ford and Carnegie also provided support (Goss Gilroy Inc.,
2004, p. 5). It was not until 1958 that the program became publicly funded, by the
Canada Council for the Arts (Stebbins, 2001, p. 454). Created in 1957 to “promote the
arts, humanities and social sciences,” the Canada Council was divided in 1978 into two
separate entities: the Canada Council for the Arts and SSHRC (Harvey, 2011), both of
which continue to support publishing as part of their broad mandate.

Public support for what was then called the Aid to Scholarly Publications Program was,
"as now [in 2001], [...] justified, in part, by the small market in Canada for scholarly
books and the specialized nature of many of the subjects they reported” (2001, p. 455).
A stated goal was to enable the flow of knowledge and contribute to the advancement of
societies by providing compensation to offset their lack of commercial viability.? Today,
market and specialization considerations are no longer part of the ASPP mission, which
is now more general:

Funding is awarded according to the ASPP’s mandate to assist the publication of books of
advanced scholarship in the humanities and social sciences that make an important
contribution to knowledge®*.

However, the program still has a national focus insofar as the authors — or at the very
least, the subject of their works and — their publishers — must be Canadian.®

1See also the 75th anniversary page of the Federation for the Humanities and Social Sciences: https://www.ideas-
idees.ca/about/history,consulted on May 23, 2018 [defunct, currently: https://www.federationhss.ca/en/programs-
policies/aspp].

2 Documents from 2003, cited in the program evaluation report prepared by Goss Gilroy (2004, p. 5): “The ASPP is
designed to assist in the publication of works of advanced scholarship which make an important contribution to
knowledge, but which are unlikely to be self-supporting.”

3 ASPP Frequently Asked Questions https://www.federationhss.ca/en/programs-policies/aspp, consulted on
January 9, 2022.

4 Translators note: quote originally provided in French

5 "Authors who are neither Canadian citizens nor Canadian permanent residents, but who use Canadian sources
and deal with a Canadian subject, may in certain cases qualify for a grant." Otherwise, ASPP-funded books must
be written or edited by Canadian citizens or permanent residents of Canada. For collective works [...], at least half
the principal editing team and half of the contributors must be Canadian citizens or permanent residents. [...]
ASPP-funded books must be published in Canada since ASPP grants are paid out only to eligible Canadian
publishers." (ibid.) The guidelines for qualifying and the competition procedure are available on the FAQ page
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The competition was renamed in 2012. While the acronym ASPP stayed the same, the
name changed from Aid to Scholarly Publications to Awards to Scholarly Publications
Program. This change was meant to highlight that ASPP grants are intended to
recognize the excellence of books and their authors and are awarded to authors and not
publishing houses. This means that authors can change publishing houses and still keep
the grants awarded for their books.

ELIGIBILITY AND PROCEDURE

The following are eligible for the competition: monographs, collective works, critical
editions, critical bibliographies, reference works and documentary collections. The
minimum length of eligible works in French or English is 40,000 words, including
references. Digital books are also eligible. Open-access publication is encouraged — but
in principle only, since there is no incentive for this type of publication.

In addition to meeting Canadian eligibility criteria, the works must have been approved
by at least two peer reviewers. The publisher sends at least one review report to the
Federation at the same time as it submits the manuscript to the competition. The
Federation will see to obtaining the second report if it is not provided by the publisher. In
exceptional cases where authors submit their manuscript themselves, the Federation will
handle the recruitment of the two reviewers in order to respect the single-blind peer
review process. Every month, the Publications Committee ranks the applications based
on the peer review reports and the authors’ responses to their comments. Funding for
the work will depend on its relative position in the ranking and the funds still available.!
The Academic Council is asked to intervene upstream of the process in cases where the
eligibility of the works is uncertain.

Since 2006, the ASPP has been funding the translation into English, French or a
Canadian Indigenous language of monographs or collective works (in electronic or print
format) written and published in one of these languages. However, translations from one
Aboriginal language to another are not eligible. The eligibility conditions and procedures
for translations are similar except that the peer reviewers must decide whether the book
should be available in another language and the translation grants are determined by the
Academic Council, which meets twice a year for this purpose.

The publisher receives the grant money — $8,000 for a book and $12,000 for a translated
book — after its publication, which must take place within three years of the application’s
approval.

As in the case of journal articles, it is the peer review that will determine whether books
are considered “academic” or “scholarly”:

mentioned above. (https://www.federationhss.ca/sites/default/files/2021-08/aspp-eligibility-criteria-publishers-en-
2021.pdf, consulted on January 9, 2022).

! The guidelines for qualifying and competition procedures are available on the program's web page:
https://www.federationhss.ca/sites/default/files/2021-08/aspp-publication-guidelines-authors-en.pdf.
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Academic books [...] [are] scholarly works, usually but not always written by members of the
academic staff of universities, which are written as contributions to knowledge and
understanding of an issue or topic, and which are peer reviewed by other scholars before
publication (Jubb, 2017, paragr. 28).

This subdivision of the nonfiction books category into “peer reviewed” and “non peer-
reviewed” likely goes unnoticed outside academic circles.

SUSTAINED PRODUCTION

Since its establishment, the program has contributed to the publication of over 8,000
books (Fig. 1), including 2,592 for the period under review (Fig. 2). These 7,479 books
include:

e 8,085 English titles,

e 1,753 French titles,

¢ 94 bilingual English-French titles or titles in another language as permitted by the
program in the past (German, Latin, Spanish)

Fig. 1 - Number of publications supported by the ASPP (1942-2020)
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The budget allocated by SSHRC to the Federation must support the annual publication
of 180 unpublished works and since 2006, the publication of 5 translations. It must also
cover the program’s administration costs. The Federation must, among other program-
related tasks, process the applications, which in some years can reach 300 (Fig. 2). In

any case, the annual average is 180 titles, including translations (167 titles to be precise,

if we exclude the year 2020, which is probably incomplete).

Study on the ASPP and the Situation of Scholarly Books in Canada- April 6 2022 version

11



Fig. 1 - Number of titles submitted and published by year of submission (2005-2020)
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Reads as follows: of the 193 titles submitted in 2005, 101 have been published. The years 2019 and 2020
were likely incomplete, as publishers had up to three years to publish the book after the grant
announcement.

From 2006, when the translation component was created, to 2020:

e 75 grants could have been awarded (5 per year);

e 75 applications for translation grants have been submitted: 57 from English to
French, an average of 5 per year and a maximum of 11 requested in 2015 and 2016;

e 56 have been approved and 46 translations have been published.

In other words, the funds intended to fuel intellectual exchanges between linguistic
communities have not been exhausted.

DISCIPLINES

While all the HSS disciplines are eligible for the ASPP, some are better represented than
others (Table 1, more than one discipline per book). History books (19% of disciplines
for titles submitted and titles published) and literature (8.7 and 9.3% respectively) clearly
dominate. Goss Gilroy’s evaluation report (2004, pp.13-14) already noted this trend. The
ASPP's disciplinary mapping is also consistent with bibliometric analyses of book use in
the research ecosystem - see Part Il of the report.

The correlation between percentage of titles submitted and percentage of titles
published is highly consistent within disciplines, as are success rates for each discipline.
This indicates that the program does not favour certain disciplines over others. The
lowest publication rates are in the least represented disciplines, for which the figures are
less exhaustive.
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Table 1 - Disciplines of titles submitted to the ASPP and published with ASPP support (2005-2020)

Disciplines of Titles

Disciplines of Titles

Submitted Published
Discipline* Number % Number %
History - Canadian Post-Confederation 1,023 693
Political Science 840 538 8.8%
Sociology 741 7.8% 463 7.5%
Cultural Studies 732 7.7% 473 7.7%
Women's Studies 524 5.5% 371 6.0%
History - Non-Canadian 432 4.5% 273 4.4%
Native Studies 387 4.1% 264 4.3%
History - Canadian Post-Confederation 351 3.7% 230 3.7%
Anthropology 339 3.6% 205 3.3%
Law 339 3.6% 243 4.0%
Philosophy 315 3.3% 183 3.0%
English Literature 312 3.3% 219 3.6%
Religious Studies 293 3.1% 195 3.2%
Education 244 2.6% 128 2.1%
Geography 237 2.5% 161 2.6%
Political Economy 234 2.5% 151 2.5%
English Literature - Canadian and Post-Colonial 219 2.3% 159 2.6%
Communication 212 2.2% 132 2.1%
Public Administration 183 1.9% 103 1.7%
Art History 183 1.9% 108 1.8%
Film & Theatre Studies 154 1.6% 106 1.7%
French-Canadian Literature 149 1.6% 99 1.6%
French Literature 142 1.5% 85 1.4%
Psychology 100 1.0% a7 -
Social Work 97 1.0% 60 1.0%
Asia-Pacific Studies 88 0.9% 63 1.0%
Criminology 83 0.9% 52 -
Gay & Lesbian Studies 78 0.8% 60 1.0%
Slavic Studies 72 0.8% 46
Economics 67 0.7% 32
Linguistics 54 25
Classical Studies a7 33
Music 46 26
Canadian and Post-Colonial English Literature 43 22
Germanic Studies 39 26
Hispanic Studies 34 22
Italian Studies 30 15
Archaeology 23 12
Business Management 15 8
French Can / Québec Literature 13 11
History - General 12 3
Overall total 9,526 100% 6,145 100%

Publication
rate**

68%
64%
62%
65%
71%
63%
68%
66%
60%
2%
58%
70%
67%
52%
68%
65%
73%
62%
56%
59%
69%
66%
60%
47%
62%
2%
63%
7%
64%
48%
46%
70%
57%
51%
67%
65%
50%
52%
53%
85%
25%
65%
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CANADIAN SUBJECTS

As mentioned earlier, the competition was designed and justified by the desire to offset
the low commercial potential of highly specialized books aimed at a limited market
(Canada). One would therefore expect Canadian subjects to be well represented. A
quick review of the number of times certain key words appear in the published titles?!
shows that a large proportion of ASPP-funded books focus on clearly identifiable
Canadian subjects, and that this proportion increased between 2005 and 2020.
However, this is only an estimate, as the same title can contain several keywords.

The increased prevalence of Canadian subjects may be partially explained by the fact
that publishers must be Canadian to qualify, a criterion that does not appear to have
previously applied; until the end of the 1980s, foreign publishers, especially U.S. and
European, are listed among the publishers in this program. It should be noted that a
greater proportion of books now address Indigenous issues; this subject moved from 4th
to 2nd place, behind the keyword "Canada" which remains firmly in first place.

Table 2- Canadian subjects (1942-2004 and 2005-2020)

1942-2004 2005-2020

% of titles % of titles
Keywords Occurrences published Occurrences published
canad* 892 17.33% 759 28.79%
québ* - queb* 267 5.19% 108 4.10%
ontari* 128 2.49% 41 1.56%
nativ* - ameérind* - autocht* -
aborig* 59 1.15% 146 5.54%
columb* 49 0.95% 23 0.87%
montr* 45 0.87% 32 1.21%
toront* 40 0.78% 26 0.99%
prairi* 22 0.43% 20 0.76%
alberta 21 0.41% 9 0.34%
scot* -