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The University of Alberta hosted an impressive 
37 events, welcoming conversa�ons on equity, 
diversity, inclusion, and decoloniza�on, and 
bringing awareness to issues of na�onal and 
global importance. Here’s a snapshot:  

Programming at a glance 
Partner university programming 

The Big Thinking series featured six leading scholars and public 
figures who presented forward-looking research, 
thought-provoking ideas, and solu�ons to the cri�cal issues of 
our �me.  

Select recordings of Big Thinking lectures can be viewed at: 
www.ideas-idees.ca/big-thinking-congress-2021

Big Thinking at Congress 2021

Yáázǫ Kéorat’ı (We see the daylight)
The Honourable Ethel Blondin-Andrew

Racism's touch: 'I can't quite put my finger on it'
Shirley Anne Tate 

How to be an an�racist
Ibram X. Kendi 

Disability will (re)make the arts
Alice Sheppard 

Ni'wahkomakanak: All my rela�ons
Maria Campbell 

Everything is connected: Environment, economy, 
foreign policy, sustainability, human rights and 
leadership in the 21st century  
Sheila Wa�-Clou�er

MMIWG calls for jus�ce - Indigenous 
women on rising up: A series of talks 
addressing the findings of the 2019 Final 
Report of the Na�onal Inquiry into Missing & 
Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls 
(MMIWG) from Indigenous ac�vists and 
community-centred scholars.

Virtual colloquium on Indigenous-engaged 
research: Indigenous and non-Indigenous 
scholars shared their journeys into or with 
Indigenous-engaged research and 
scholarship.

Choral singing in a confined pandemic 
world: Uncovering the innova�ve ways that 
choral singing has been kept alive and well 
during the COVID -19 pandemic.

Snakes and ladders - mentoring sessions 
for IBPoC in the academy: Academic 
members discussed the history, highlights 
and challenges faced in advancing their 
academic careers in Canadian ins�tu�ons. 

The annual Congress of the Humani�es and Social 
Sciences has been the Federa�on’s flagship event 
for over 90 years, bringing together a community 
of scholars under one umbrella to share findings, 
refine ideas, and build partnerships to help shape 
the Canada of tomorrow.

This year’s theme “Northern Rela�ons” explored the 
connec�ons between peoples, communi�es, cultures, and ways 
of knowing. It invited northern peoples — Indigenous and 
non-Indigenous — to lead the conversa�on and offered the 
opportunity to engage in cri�cal conversa�ons about an�-Black 
racism and decoloniza�on.

Congress: a place to hold cri�cal conversa�ons 

MAY  27   -  JUNE  4

http://www.ideas-idees.ca/big-thinking-congress-2021


A huge thank you to Congress 2021 sponsors:
Social Sciences and Humani�es Research Council of Canada, Mitacs, SAGE 
Publica�ons, Explore Edmonton, Universi�es Canada, Canada Founda�on 
for Innova�on, University Affairs, and Government of Canada par�cipa�ng 
departments – Public Services and Procurement Canada, 
Crown-Indigenous and Northern Affairs Canada, Correc�onal Services of 
Canada, and Parole Board of Canada.

In partnership with: 

Organized by: 

Congress in the news 

Breakdown of media coverage by ins�tu�on - top three: 

media hitsmedia hitsmedia hits

To fight racism in Nunavut schools, hire more Inuit teachers, educator says 
- CBC/Radio-Canada

“Turning a massive ship”: U of A set to host massive virtual humani�es 
conference next week - Edmonton Journal

How the California Roll became the model maki sushi - ‘so different from 
the Japanese original’ - National Post

Après une année 2020 complexe, une soif d’échanges au congrès des 
sciences humaines - CBC/Radio-Canada

Red-pilling the Pink Pill: Why gendered vitamins have different priori�es
- National Post

Top media stories:

60 media hits 53 media hits

Breakdown of media coverage by associa�on - top three: 

56 media hits

Associa�ons with 
Congress media 
coverage

Ins�tu�ons with 
Congress media 
coverage

Grad students, thanks for sharing 
your work! At academic conferences 
I always learn the most from grad 
student presenta�ons. Especially the 
research proposal presenta�ons. The 
new perspec�ves on theory/method 
and fresh takes on literature is 
always 

@allisonjardim - Jun 3

“People think there are not that 
many disabled academics. I’m here 
to say there are not that many 
disabled academics because we keep 
ac�ng this way.” - @JayDolmage, 
Professor at @UWaterloo, 
challenging barriers to access at 
Congress and in academia.

@ideas_idees - Jun 4

Hearing from session on an�racism: 
What is the opposite of denial? 
Being vulnerable. Being self-cri�cal. 
The heart of being an�racist is being 
vulnerable. Being willing to admit 
when na�ons have been racist.

@_valeriei - May 31

#Congressh

Canada’s largest academic gathering 
goes virtual amidst pandemic   

Zoom sessions
�����
from 72 countries
a�endees joined

CLOSE TO�����

https://bit.ly/3yZYeDU
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/north/racism-in-nunavut-schools-1.6056842
https://edmontonjournal.com/news/local-news/turning-a-massive-ship-u-of-a-set-to-host-massive-virtual-humanities-conference-next-week
https://nationalpost.com/life/food/how-the-california-roll-became-the-model-maki-so-different-from-the-japanese-original
https://nationalpost.com/health/red-pilling-the-pink-pill-why-gendered-vitamins-have-different-priorities



