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Dr. Claudia Malacrida is Professor Emerita in Sociology at the University of Lethbridge, and a
leading scholar in the fields of disability studies and the sociology of the body. In her work, she
uses critical qualitative research methods to examine the role of medicine and education in
engendering social control, the social construction of embodied difference, and the history of
institutionalization and eugenic sterilization in Canada. She is the author of several books on
disability, health and the body, including Mourning the Dreams: Miscarriage, Stillbirth and Early
Infant Death (Left Coast Press, 1998); Cold Comfort: Mothers, Professionals and ADHD
(University of Toronto Press, 2003); Sociology of the Body: a Reader (Oxford University Press,
2008); and A Special Hell: Institutional Life in Alberta’s Eugenic Years (University of Toronto
Press, 2015).

Dr. Malacrida has served in senior university administration at the University of Lethbridge, is a
member of the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council, sits on the Board of the
Federation for the Humanities and Social Sciences, and served as a member of the Federal
Science Review Panel.



